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Citrus has played an important part
in the history of Florida. The Spanish
first brought citrus to Florida in the
1500’s. They established groves in St.
Augustine and along the St. John’s River.
By the early 1900’s, freezes had pushed
citrus production further south into
central Florida. Today, citrus is still
Florida’s most important crop. Although
not many groves remain in the Orlando
area, citrus is one of the best fruits for
the homeowner.

Most citrus belong to the genus
Citrus and are members of the Rutaceae
Family. Most have edible fruit and are
used for juices, cooking, medicinally,
cleaning products or eaten fresh. Some
have leaves that are used in cooking. 

Most citrus also have extremely fragrant flowers. Spring is when the majority

of citrus trees bloom and the air is filled with the sweet scent of the flowers. 

Citrus trees are easy to grow. They prefer a full sun location for best flower

and fruit production. They also like a well-drained soil. Since a majority of

central Florida’s soils are sandy, this makes it ideal for citrus cultivation. Citrus

trees are drought tolerant once established but grow and fruit better with

irrigation during dry times. The soil should be kept evenly moist but not

soggy. They should also be kept mulch free at least a foot or two away from

the trunks. If mulch is desired, use one that is light such as pine straw (needles).

Fertilize the trees two to three times a year using a good citrus fertilizer.

Citrus has also played an important role in the history of Leu Gardens as

past residents of the property that the Gardens now occupies cultivated citrus

groves. Duncan Pell was the first to plant citrus on the property. Leu Garden’s

Citrus Grove display was originally planted in the area next to the Vegetable

Garden several years ago. About a dozen different types of citrus were planted

as an educational and historical display. Following the 3 hurricanes of 2004,

the area across from this planting and adjacent to the Leu House Museum lost

several large, mature trees. This left a large, open, sunny location. It was decid-

ed to expand the Citrus Grove and add more trees. Now there are nearly 50

different types of citrus in the Citrus Grove. Many are older varieties that

would have been grown commercially in the past. 
– Eric Schmidt

Here are the citrus found in the Citrus Grove 
at Leu Gardens and are good choices for the

Central Florida homeowner:
Citrus amblycarpa- Nasnaran. This is a spiny tree reaching 10 feet tall.
It bears sour, orange-like fruit that are used in drinks. It is native to
Java.
Citrus aurantiifolia- Key or Mexican Lime. The Key Lime grows to
about 10 feet tall and is very thorny. It can flower and bear fruit
year-round. The fruit is small, sour, and turns yellow when ripe.
Key Lime is also known as Mexican Lime. Limes are only known
from cultivation but believed to be native to India and S.E. Asia.  
Citrus aurantium ‘Seville’- Sour Orange. Sour Oranges grow 10 to
20 feet tall. The fruit is very sour and is used in drinks, marmalades,
liqueurs, and perfumes. The flowers of the sour orange are very
aromatic. Sour oranges are widely grown commercially in Spain.
Citrus hysrix- Mauritius Papeda. The leaves of this tree are widely
used for cooking in southeastern Asia. The fruit is edible but very
sour. The rind is candied, and is also used in curries and in
cosmetics. It grows to about 10 feet tall. This species of Citrus is
widely grown and naturalized in southeastern Asia but its exact
origin is unknown.
Citrus junos- Yuzo.Yuzo is a very hardy tree that bears rough
skinned, lemon-like fruit. The rind is very fragrant and the fruit is
sour, easily peeled, and used like a lemon. The fruit ripens in fall. It
is believed to be native to Tibet and western China and is widely
grown in Japan. It grows to about 10 feet tall.
Citrus latifolia ‘Tahiti’- Lime Tree. This lime is also known as the
Persian Lime (‘Persian’). It grows 10-15 feet tall and is thorny. The
green, oblong fruit ripen in summer. They will turn a pale yellow
when fully ripe. Limes are only known from cultivation but believed
to be native to India and S.E. Asia.  
Citrus limon- Lemon. These trees grow 10 to 15 feet tall. They bear
acidic fruit that is often used in drinks or cooking. ‘Bearss’ and
‘Harvey’ are two good cultivars. It is believed that lemons originated
in southern Asia.
Citrus limon ‘Variegated Pink Eureka’-Pink Lemon. The Pink
Lemon is a pink form of the Eureka Lemon. The fruit is pink with
a variegated peel. The leaves are also variegated. This is the fruit
used in pink lemonade. The tree grows 10-15 feet tall. 
Citrus limonia- Rangpur Lime. This citrus is not a true lime but is
believed to be a hybrid between C. limon (lemon) and C. reticulata
(tangerine or mandarin). The fruit is orange when ripe and similar
to a tangerine. The juice is very sour and it is used in drinks and for
desserts and marmalades. The tree grows 10-15 feet tall.  Rangpur
Lime is only known in cultivation but is believed to have originated
in India.
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Citrus medica var. sarcodactylus - Buddha’s Hand Citron

Citrus x paradisi - Grapefruit

X Citrofortunella - Orangequat

Citrus limon ‘Variegated Pink Eureka’ - Pink Lemon

Citrus sinesis - Sweet Orange
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Citrus madurensis- Calamondin. The Calamondin is believed to be a hybrid between C. sinensis (sweet orange), and
Fortunella margarita (kumquat). It has a cylindrical growth habit and 10 to 15 feet tall. Calamondin bears fragrant, white
flowers in spring flowed by small, round fruit. These ripen in winter and turn a bright orange color. These fruit are edible
but are very sour. It is sometimes seen listed as X Citrofortunella microcarpa. It is believed to have originated in the
Philippines.

Citrus maxima- Pummelo. The Pummelos is the largest fruit of any Citrus species. Pummelos are also believed to be one of
the parent plants of Grapefruit Trees. Their fruit is usually fairly sweet. Pummelos grow 20-30 feet tall. Pummelos are
originally native to Polynesia and Malaysia but are widely cultivated in S.E. Asia. The cultivar ‘Goliath’ bears white fruit
while those of ‘Hirado Buntan’ and  ‘Pink Sensation’ are pink. ‘Red Shaddock’ has red colored fruit.

Citrus medica var. ethrog-  Etrog Citron. This citron tree will grow 10-15 feet tall. It bears a large, lemon-like fruit. This fruit
is yellow with a rough, bumpy peel. The fruit is sour, seedy and dry with little pulp. The peel is candied and widely used in
cooking.  This Citron is widely grown in Israel and the fruit is used in Jewish ceremonies. Its native origin is unknown, it has
been widely grown in the Mediterranean region for centuries but it is probably native to India.

Citrus medica var. sarcodactylus- Buddha’s Hand Citron. This citron bears unusual fruit that are divided into finger-like
segments. The fruit are dry and spongy but are used for the oil and as a deodorizer. It is ever bearing but fruits heaviest in
the fall. This is a small tree only growing 6-8 feet tall. It is thought that this variety originated in southern China.

Citrus nobilis-Tangor .The Tangor Tree bears orange-like fruit. It is believed that tangors are possibly a cross between C.
reticulata (tangerine) and C. sinensis (sweet orange). The fruit ripens in winter and the tree grows 10-20 feet tall. Tangor
Trees are originally native to Vietnam. Some good cultivars include ‘King’, ‘Murcott’, and ‘Temple’.

Citrus paradisi- Grapefruit. These trees can grow 20-30 feet tall. Grapefruit is believed to be a hybrid between C. sinensis
(sweet orange) and C. maxima (pummelo). It is not known where Grapefruit are native to but they were first discovered in
the West Indies. The large fruits are acidic and are used for juice or eaten fresh. ‘Duncan’ and ‘Navel’ are good cultivars
with white fruit. ‘Foster’ and Thompson’ (‘Pink Marsh’) bear pink fruits while ‘Flame’ and ‘Ruby’ have red colored fruits.

Citrus pyriformis- Ponderosa Lemon or Giant Lemon. The Ponderosa Lemon bears large, grapefruit-sized fruit. These
lemons can weigh several pounds each. They are seedy with a thick peel. The tree grows 10-20 feet tall. It is native to
southern Asia.

Citrus reticulata- Tangerine or Mandarin. Tangerine trees bear sweet, orange fruit that peels easily and has easily separated
segments. Tangerines are widely used for fresh fruit or canned. Tangerines grow 10 to 15 feet tall. Tangerines are thought to
be native to southeastern Asia. Two good cultivars are ‘Dancy’ and ‘Ponkan’.

Citrus sinensis- Sweet Orange. This citrus is probably the most well known and widely grown in Florida. The round fruits
are orange when ripe and sweet. They are widely used for juice and for fresh fruit. The trees grow 20-25 feet tall. It is not
known where sweet oranges are originally native to but it is probably southeastern Asia. There are different cultivars of
sweet orange that ripen at different times. ‘Hamlin’, ‘Navel’, Parson Brown’, ‘Red Navel’, and ‘Roble’ are all good early
season oranges that ripen in early to mid winter. ‘Gardner’, and ‘Pineapple’ ripen during mid to late winter. ‘Valencia’ is a
late season orange that ripens in early spring through early summer. ‘Budd’ is a blood orange that ripens during mid winter.
Blood oranges have fruit that are red colored instead of orange. Most do not develop the red coloring in Florida’s humid
climate but ‘Budd’ will.

Citrus sulcata- Sanbokan Lemon or Sweet Lemon. This tree bears large grapefruit-sized fruit. These fruits are used lime
lemons and taste like sweetened lemonade. It grows 10 to 15 feet tall. Its native origin is unknown but it is widely grown
in southern Japan.

Citrus taiwanica- Nanshodaidai. This rare tree grows to about 10 feet tall. It is spiny and bears sour, tangerine-like fruit. It
is native to Taiwan.

Citrus x tangelo- Tangelo. Tangelos are a hybrid between C. paradisi (grapefruit) and C. reticulata (tangerine). The fruit is
very similar to a tangerine. It is very juicy and sweet and the fruit ripens in early winter. The cultivar ‘Orlando’ is a cross
between the ‘Bowen’ grapefruit and ‘Dancy’ tangerine while ‘Minneola’ is a cross between the ‘Duncan’ grapefruit and
‘Dancy’ tangerine.

Citrus unshiu ‘Owari’- Satsuma. This citrus is very similar to the mandarins and tangerines. The fruit is easily peeled and
contains loose segments that are easily separated. They are sweet and a bright orange color when ripe. Satsumas are believed
to be native to southern China and are widely grown in southern Japan. Satsuma trees grow 10 to 15 feet tall.

Citrus x ‘Fallglo’- Fallglo Tangerine- This citrus hybrid has a very complex parentage history. It is a hybrid between Citrus x
‘Bower’ (which is a tangerine and tangelo hybrid) and Citrus nobilis ‘Temple’ (a tangor, which may be a hybrid between a
tangerine and an orange). ‘Fallglo’ is most like a tangerine and has been classified as such for marketing. The tree will grow
10-20 feet tall. The fruit ripens in late fall or early winter.

Citrus x ‘Oroblanco’- Oroblanco Grapefruit. This is actually a hybrid of a grapefruit crossed with a pummelo. It bears large
fruits that have a thick rind and white flesh. They are also sweeter than most grapefruit.

Fortunella crassifolia- Meiwa Kumquat. The Meiwa Kumquat grows to about 10 feet tall. The small round fruits are bright
orange. The whole fruit is edible. The rind is sweet while the fruit is acidic. This kumquat is native to southern China.

Fortunella margarita ‘Nagami’-Oval Kumquat. This kumquat bears oval shaped fruit which also has a sweet, edible rind
and acidic fruit. It grows to about 10 feet tall and is native to southern China.

X Citrofortunella floridana ‘Lakeland’- Limequat. This hybrid between a C. aurantiifolia (Key lime) and Fortunella sp.
(kumquat) produces small, yellow fruit similar to a key lime. It is hardier to cold than key limes and can be grown further
north in Florida. The limequat is a small tree growing 6 to 8 feet tall.

X Citrofortunella sp.- Orangequat. This citrus is a hybrid between F. crassifolia (Meiwa kumquat) and C. unshiu (satsuma).
It will grow to about 10 feet tall. The fruit is oblong with an edible peel and is not as acidic as a kumquat. ‘Nippon’ is the
cultivar usually grown. ‘Centennial’ has fuit and leaves that are variegated. It is often sold as a kumquat but is actually an
orangequat.

X Citrofortunella sp.- Lemonquat- This is a hybrid between C. limon (lemon) and F. margarita (oval kumquat). Lemonquat
will grow 8 to 10 feet tall and bears yellow fruit that is smaller than a lemon and not as acidic. It also has an edible peel.

X Citrofortunella sp.- Sunquat or Tanquat. This citrus is a hybrid between F. crassifolia (Meiwa kumquat) and C. reticulata
(tangerine). It grows 8 to 10 feet tall and bears oblong fruit that is larger than a kumquat and sweeter with an edible peel.

Poncirus trifoliata- Trifoliate Orange- This is a very spiny tree with very sour fruit. It is vigorous and cold hardy and is often
used for hybridization or for rootstock Trifoliate Orange is the hardiest of the citrus tolerating temperatures to near 0 F. It
is deciduous and grows 10-15 feet tall.  The fragrant white flowers appear in spring. It bears small, round fruits that are
yellow when ripe. The fruit ripens in fall and is very sour and seedy. Trifoliate Orange is native to northern and central
China. 

Poncirus trifoliata var. monstrosa ‘Flying Dragon’ Contorted Trifoliate Orange - This cultivar has unusual contorted branches
and claw-like spines.

                                                                                                      


